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Early Stages of WWII

American Neutrality

Nye Committee

· The rise of ______________________________________ and militarism around the world discouraged many Americans ( lead to ____________________________________

· Isolationism grew in the 1930s because:

· Many European nations were struggling to pay back ____________________ owed to the US from WWI

· Dozens of books and articles appeared arguing that ____________ _____________________________________ tricked the US into entering WWI

· In 1934, Senator Gerald P. _______________ held hearings to investigate these claims

· Documented huge earnings of arms manufacturers and it created the impression that these businesses _________________________________ the decision to go to _______________

Legislating Neutrality

· _________________________________ ____________ of 1935 ( made it illegal for Americans to sell arms to any country at war

· In 1936, after the outbreak of _______________________________ in Spain, Congress passed a second neutrality act banning sells of arms to either side of the __________________ __________________

· Neutrality Act of 1937 ( continued the _____________ on sale of weapons, and also started the “_______________-________-_____________________” policy

· Countries at war had to send their ___________ ______________________ to the US to pick up the goods and they had to pay ____________________
· ______________________ to any country were banned

Roosevelt’s Internationalism

· _____________________________________ ( the idea that trade between nations creates prosperity and helps _________________________ _____________
· Internationalists believed that the US should try to ___________________________ _________________________ in the world and that the neutrality acts “might drag us into war instead of keeping us out”

· When the Japanese invaded _________________________________ in 1937, Roosevelt decided to help the ______________________________
The War Begins

Invasion of Poland

· On September 1, 1939, Hitler and the Nazis invaded _____________________
· Two days later, __________________________ and _________________________ declared war on Germany, thus starting the war

· Germans used a “_______________________________” or lightning war to invade Poland

· Used a large number of massed tanks to break through and encircle _________________ _______________________________
Fall of France
· France had built a line of concrete bunkers and fortifications on the ________________________ __________________ along the German border

· On May 10, ___________________________ launched a new Blitzkrieg against France

· The Germans successfully went around the Maginot Line into ____________________ and invaded __________________________
· French and British troops had to be _______________________________ from France at the beaches at Dunkirk

· France surrendered on June 22, 1940 and signed an __________________________
Britain Remained Defiant

· Winston Churchill, the Prime minister of Britain, delivered a defiant ________________________ vowing to never surrender

· Battle of Britain ( the German air force (___________________________) began an all-out air battle against Britain

· _____________________ ______________ ___________________ fought back, inflicting more damage than enduring

· On October 12, 1940, Hitler ____________________________ the invasion of Britain

Holocaust

· Holocaust ( __________________ ___________________________ of anyone the Nazis felt were sub-human (Jews, ________________________________, homosexuals, __________________________, etc)

· Jews tried to flee, but there was a limitation on __________________ _________________________________ into the US

· _______ ________________________ Affair ( a ship carrying 930 Jewish ____________________________ were refused permission to dock at a US port

· Eventually, they were forced back to Europe, where many ended up in ____________________________ ____________________
· Final Solution ( Nazis decided that they needed a quicker and more efficient way to deal with the “______________________ ______________________________”

· Answer: Concentration and ________________________________ camps

Americans Enter the War

Destroyers-for-Bases Deal

· Roosevelt asked Congress to revise the Neutrality laws by _____________________ the ban on arms sales to nations at war

· Neutrality Act of 1939 ( warring nations could ______________ _____________________________, but only on a “cash-and-carry” basis

· In Spring, 1940, Churchill asked Roosevelt for _____________________________
· Roosevelt agreed to give the destroyers to Britain if American had have building rights for bases on _______________________________, Bermuda, and in the ________________________________
Isolationist Debate

· Fight for _______________________________ Committee ( urged the repeal of all neutrality acts and stronger action against Germany

· _________________________ ______________________ Committee ( Strongly isolationist group opposed to any American intervention or aid to the Allies

· Committee to _____________________ ____________________________ by Aiding the Allies ( pressed for increased American aid to the Allies but opposed armed intervention

Lend-Lease Act

· __________________-________________________ _________________ ( allowed the US to lend or lease arms to any country considered “vital to the defense of the United States”

· Allowed Roosevelt to send weapons to Britain if the British government promised to _______________________ or _____________ ______________________ for them after the war

· By the time the program ended, the United States “lent” over __________ ______________________________ in weapons, vehicles, and other supplies

A Hemispheric Defense Zone

· German ____________________________________ patrolling the ocean were sinking hundreds of shipments each month

· Hemispheric Defense Zone ( Roosevelt declared the entire____________________ _________________ of the _______________________ ________________ pas past of the Western Hemisphere, and therefore, neutral

· The US Navy then patrolled the western Atlantic and revealed German _________________________________ locations to the British
Atlantic Charter

· Created the ____________________________ __________________________ ( an agreement committing both nations to a postwar _________________ __________________________________, nonaggression, free trade, economic advancement, and freedom of the seas

· By September, 15 other ____________-________________________ countries had signed the charter as well

America Embargoes Japan

· United States supplied 80% of Japan’s ____________, along with scrap iron and steel

· July 1940 ( Congress approved the president’s power to _____________________ sale of strategic materials 

· Roosevelt blocked the sale of _____________________ ________________ and scrap iron to Japan

· 1941( Roosevelt started lend-lease aid to ________________________
· Roosevelt responded to Japanese aggression in China by freezing all of Japan’s ______________________ in the US, reduced amount of oil to Japan, and ordered General ______________________________ to build up military defenses in _______________
Japan Attacks Pearl Harbor

· November 27, 1941( American commanders receive a ____________ ______________________________ from Washington, but it did not mention Hawaii as a target

· December 7, 1941 ( Japanese surprise attack the military base at ______________ ______________________________, Hawaii

· They sank/damaged 8 ________________________, three cruisers, four _______________________, and six other vessels

· Attack also destroyed 188 ______________________________ and killed ________________ Americans, injuring another 1,178

Declaring War

· Roosevelt and his cabinet met, discussing that this was the ____________________ ______________________ facing the US since the Civil War

· “Yesterday, December 7, 1941 – a date which will live in ___________________ – the United States of America was suddenly and deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the Empire of __________________________… No matter how long it may take us… the American people in their ___________________________ __________________________ will win through to absolute victory” – Roosevelt

· ___________________________ voted 82-0 and the House 388-1 to declare war on Japan on December 8, 1941

· On December 11, 1941, both _________________ and ______________________ declared war on the United States
World War II Powers 
Allies: United States, Great Britain, France, Soviet Union
Axis: Germany, Italy, Japan

Leaders:

United States – Roosevelt (FDR)

Great Britain – Churchill

Soviet Union – Stalin

Germany – Hitler

Italy – Mussolini

Japan - Hirohito

