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Experiments in Government

Document-Based Question

This question is based on the accompanying documents (1-5).  Some of the documents have been edited for the purpose of the question.  The question is designed to test your ability to work with historical documents.  As you analyze the documents, take into account both the context of each document and any point of view that may be presented.

Directions: This document-based question consists of two parts.  Part A consists of Constructed Response Questions and Part B consists of an essay response based on Documents 1-5.  

Historical Context:  In 1787, several states met in Philadelphia to revise the Articles of Confederation.  This meeting changed the face of the United States forever.  The writers of the Constitution reworked the whole idea of what a government is supposed to be.


Task:  Using information from the documents and your knowledge of Social Studies, answer the questions that follow each document in Part A.  Your answers to the questions will help you to write the Part B essay in which you are asked to:

· Identify and discuss reasons to support ratification of the Constitution.

· Discuss why the principles of separation of powers and checks and balances are necessary in order to create a government with limited power
We began this DBQ on _________________

The DBQ (essay only) will be due _______________
Part A: 

Constructed Response Questions

Directions: Analyze each document and answer the questions that follow each document in the space provided. Your answers will help you write the essay in Part B. 

Document 1

[image: image1.png]PART A:
Short Answers
Directions:

Analyze the documents and answer the questions that follow each document n the space
provided. Answers 0 the questions will help you write the essays.

1. Suate two weaknesses of the Aricles of Confederation

2. How does tis cahon represent 21 gument fo raifcation of the Constitution?
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1. State two weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation (2)

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
2. How does this cartoon represent an argument FOR the ratification of the Constitution? (3)

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
Document 2
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1. According to this poster, what are two reasons to SUPPORT the ratification of the Constitution (2)? 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

2. Was this poster written by a Federalist or Anti-Federalist? Use details from the document to support your answer. (3)

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
Document 3
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1. The Bill of Rights was added to what important United States document? (2) 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

2. Why did people feel more protected by the Constitution after the Bill of Rights was ratified and added to it in 1791? (3)

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
Document 4
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1. What is the main power of the Legislative Branch? (2)

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
2. Based on this chart, and your knowledge of Social Studies, why were the powers of the government separated between three branches? (3)

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
Document 5
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1. What does “checks and balances” mean? (2)

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
2. Why is a scale used to represent the separation of power among the three branches of government? What does a scale symbolize? (3)

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
Part B-Essay 

Directions: Write a well-organized five paragraph essay that includes an introduction, three body paragraphs, and a conclusion. Use evidence from at least five of the documents in the body of the essay.  Support your responses with details! 

Historical Context:  In 1787, several states met in Philadelphia to revise the Articles of Confederation.  This meeting changed the face of the United States forever.  The writers of the Constitution reworked the whole idea of what a government is supposed to be.

Task:  Using information from the documents and your knowledge of Social Studies, answer the questions that follow each document in Part A.  Your answers to the questions will help you to write the Part B essay in which you are asked to:

· Identify and discuss reasons to support ratification of the Constitution.

· Discuss why the principles of separation of powers and checks and balances are necessary in order to create a government with limited power

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Lesson 5.14/Ms. Capalbo

DBQ Essay Rubric for DBQ # 3: Constitution

Title: The Debate over the Experiments in New Government
	
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Format of Essay
	Includes 2 fully accurate body paragraphs


	Includes 2 mostly accurate body paragraphs
	Includes 2 somewhat accurate body paragraphs

	Includes 1 mostly accurate body paragraph

	Includes only 1 barely accurate body paragraph

	Topic and Concluding Sentences for EACH body paragraph
	Includes a fully accurate topic sentence AND concluding sentence
	Includes a mostly accurate topic sentence AND concluding sentence
	Includes a topic sentence AND concluding sentence
	Includes a topic sentence OR concluding sentence
	May not include a topic and/or concluding sentence

	Supporting Details
	Includes at 3 or more main ideas in each body paragraph
	Includes 3 main ideas in each body paragraph
	Includes at least 2 main ideas in each body paragraph


	Includes 2 main ideas in each body paragraph
	Includes 1 main idea in each body paragraph

	Use of the  Documents and Outside Information

Citation = (Document 1)
	Each paragraph uses

· 2 citations

· 2 details with outside information
	Each paragraph uses

· 2 citations

· 1 detail with outside information
	Each paragraph uses

· 1 citations

· 1 detail with outside information
	Each paragraph uses

· 1 citations

· NO details with outside information
	· No citations 

· There are no details of outside information

	Mechanics: Spelling and Grammar
	NO MISTAKES
	1-2 Mistakes
	3-4 Mistakes
	5-6 Mistakes
	The spelling and/or grammar errors interfere with meaning


Your Grade = _____ out of 25 x 4 = _______ out of 100, which equals a letter grade of _____
Teacher Feedback: 

